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What is the NAP sample assessment – Civics and 
Citizenship (NAP–CC)?
Under the National Assessment Program (NAP), literacy and numeracy achievement are 
measured and reported on via the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN), and achievement in science, civics and citizenship and ICT Literacy are 
assessed and reported on via the NAP sample assessment program. These assessments 
are developed and managed by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA) under the auspices of the Education Council.

The first collection of data from students in the NAP–CC was in 2004 and subsequent 
cycles of the assessment have been conducted in 2007, 2010, 2013 and 2016. These 
school assessment materials are related to the fifth NAP–CC assessment cycle, conducted 
in 2016. 

What does NAP–CC measure?

NAP–CC measures student learning outcomes in civics and citizenship. These outcomes 
relate to student knowledge and understanding of civics and citizenship content and 
selected attitudes and values that relate to active and informed citizenship as described by 
the Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians (MCEETYA, 2008).

The scope of content measured in NAP–CC is described in the NAP–CC Assessment 
Framework. The complete assessment framework, including example questions, can be 
accessed on the NAP website www.nap.edu.au 

How are the NAP–CC results reported?

The outcomes of NAP–CC are published in a national report. The national reports from all 
NAP–CC cycles, including 2016, can be accessed at: [insert report URL here].

The NAP–CC 2016 report includes reflections on what the findings of NAP–CC suggest for 
teachers and teaching in the context of the Australian Curriculum: Civics and Citizenship. 
Teachers and schools making use of these NAP–CC school assessment are encouraged 
to make use of the NAP–CC 2016 report as a resource to support their interpretation of 
student results and consequent planning of civic and citizenship teaching and learning 
programs and activities. 
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How was the NAP–CC data collected?

All students who participated in NAP–CC 2016 completed a test (39 questions for Year 6 
students and 42 questions for Year 10 students) followed by a survey designed to measure 
their perceptions of citizenship, their attitudes towards a number of civic-related issues, and 
their civic engagement. 

The tests and surveys were completed on computer using the same system as is planned 
for use in NAPLAN online. 

Who participated in NAP–CC?

Representative samples of the national Year 6 and Year 10 student populations were 
randomly selected and assessed. Schools from all states and territories and government, 
Catholic and independent sectors participated in NAP–CC. In total, data was provided by 
5624 Year 6 students in 336 schools and 4776 Year 10 students in 308 schools.

What are the NAP–CC 2016 School Release Materials?

Selected questions from NAP–CC 2016 have been compiled as two demonstration tests 
(one for Year 6 and one for Year 10) that show the range and style of questions asked in 
NAP–CC.

The remaining 2016 assessment questions have been secured for the purpose of equating 
the next NAP–CC assessment, so that longitudinal data on student performance can be 
obtained.

What other NAP–CC school release materials are available?

School release materials have been made available following each cycle of NAP–CC using 
questions selected from each relevant test. The school release materials from previous 
cycles are complete tests available for download. These can be printed and used to assess 
student civic and citizenship knowledge and understanding as measured in NAP–CC. 
In addition, the materials include a guide for administering the test, marking the student 
responses and converting student scores on the school release tests into scores on the 
NAP–CC achievement scale.  
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Where can I find out more about NAP–CC?

Further information about NAP–CC are available from the NAP website:

National reports: 
https://www.nap.edu.au/results-and-reports/national-reports

Technical reports: 
https://www.nap.edu.au/results-and-reports/national-reports

Assessment framework: 
https://www.nap.edu.au/nap-sample-assessments/assessment-frameworks
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Starting the NAP–CC demonstration test

The NAP-CC demonstration test is located on the same site as other NAPLAN demonstration 
tests. As a result, there are initial NAPLAN screens that you will need to click through to 
access the NAP-CC demonstration test.

Session code screen

When you start the test you will be presented with a screen showing how a session code is 
entered. This code will be automatically generated for the demonstration test.

Figure 1: Session code screen

Student code screen

A second screen will then appear for the student to enter an individual student code. Again, 
this will be generated automatically for the demonstration test.

Figure 2: Student code screen
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Identity confirmation screen 

The confirmation screen (Year 6 or Year 10 – the example below is for Year 6) will then 
appear. This screen is to help students in a real NAP assessment check that they have used 
their own student code and not that of some other student.

For the demonstration test this will say ‘Are you Example Test Student?’

Click ‘Yes’ to continue’

Figure 3: Student confirmation screen
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Test holding screen (Year 6 example screen)

Figure 4: Test holding screen

You can start the demonstration test by clicking ‘Test’.
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The NAP–CC test interface

Figure 5: Example test screen with navigation features

The navigation features shown on the test screen in Figure 5 can be used by students 
throughout the test. These features are explained below.

The ‘Magnify’ button gives students the option of magnifying the display to 100 per cent, 
150 per cent, 200 per cent and 300 per cent. The default magnification is 100 per cent.

This shows both the student progress through the test and the total number of questions 
to be completed in the test (15 for Year 6 and 15 for Year 10). 

Students can only first access any given question by moving to it from the preceding 
question. Once students have accessed a question they can return to it either by going 
back through the test or from a summary screen.
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Clicking on the ‘Summary’ button takes the students to a screen that shows summary 
information of their progress throughout the test (Figure 6). 

The ‘Flag’ button records (for each student’s reference only) that the student may like to 
return to the question to check their response. Students can flag a question regardless of 
whether or not they have entered a response to the question at the time. Flagged questions 
are accessible directly through the summary screen. When a question has been flagged, 
the ‘Flag’ button can toggle to give the student an option to unflag the question.

 
Clicking on the ‘Next’ button or ‘Back’ button allows students to navigate to the next or 
previous question in the test, respectively. Any student response to a question is saved by 
the testing system when a student navigates away from the question by any method.

Clicking on the ‘Expand’ button allows students to expand the stimulus material shown 
to the left of the screen. The questions are presented with stimulus materials of varying 
lengths. Very short stimulus materials (that is, one or two sentences) are presented on-
screen directly above the question stem. Longer stimulus materials are visible as a reduced 
thumbnail view on the left of the screen. Students can click on the ‘Expand’ button to 
expand the stimulus material so it can be seen in full. 

If a student has expanded the stimulus material for a question, the student needs first to 
click on the ‘Reduce’ button in order to enter or edit a response to the question. Clicking on 
the ‘Reduce’ button returns to the default view of the question. Students can expand and 
reduce stimulus materials as often as required for each question regardless of whether or 
not they have already entered a response to the question. 

When students complete the final question in the test, they are shown a summary screen 
(Figure 6). This is the same screen that students would see if they clicked on the ‘Summary’ 
button during the test. 
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Figure 6: Summary screen

Time permitting, students can use the summary screen to return to questions they have 
flagged or not completed. Students are also able to click on the question numbers at the 
top of the screen to check their responses to any question, or to use the ‘Next’ and ‘Back’ 
buttons to work their way through the questions in sequence.

The summary screen provides students with information about how many questions they 
have answered/not answered and which questions they have flagged.
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The NAP–CC demonstration test questions and the 
NAP–CC scale

The achievement of students in Year 6 and Year 10 is measured against the NAP–CC 
achievement scale. This scale was established in 2004 and has six achievement levels. The 
scale represents a hierarchy of civics and citizenship content knowledge. Overall, higher 
levels on the scale denote more complex civics and citizenship content. 

The scale is developmental in the sense that students are assumed to be typically able to 
demonstrate achievement of the content and cognition described in the scale below as well 
as at their measured level of achievement.

Some test questions were answered by Year 6 students only. Some test questions were 
answered only by Year 10 students. Some questions were answered by both Year 6 and 
Year 10 students providing information about differential performance.

One 15-question demonstration test has been constructed from the test materials in the 
2016 cycle, for use at Year 6. One 15-question demonstration test has also been constructed 
for students in Year 10.

For each question in each of the two tests, there is a short commentary relating to the way 
students performed on the question in the 2016 cycle.
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Year 6 NAP–CC Demonstration Test

Year 6 Question 1

Question 1 was answered by Year 6 students only. The correct answer was C, ‘because 
the rules are made for the benefit of everyone’ acknowledging a specific responsibility 
of citizens in a democratic society. This question was below level 1 on the Civics and 
Citizenship scale.

Year 6 Question 2

Question 2 was answered by both Year 6 students and Year 10 students in 2016. 

Students answered this question correctly if they chose ‘B’ as the answer, thereby 
recognising a specific responsibility of local councils. This question was at level 2 on the 
Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 6 Question 3

Question 3 was answered by both Year 6 students and Year 10 students in 2016. Students 
received one score point if they answered correctly. 

Students answered this question correctly if they identified another specific responsibility of 
local councils. This question was at level 2 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.

Year 6 Question 4

Question 4 was answered by Year 6 students only. To answer question 4 correctly, students 
needed to identify an important definitional difference between rules and laws through 
choosing option C. This question was at level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 6 Question 5

Question 5 was answered by Year 6 students only. To answer question 5 correctly students 
needed to identify processes by which acts become law through choosing option A. This 
question was at level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.

Year 6 Question 6

Question 6 was answered by Year 6 students only. To answer question 6 correctly, students 
needed to identify the cultural significance of national anthem by selecting option D. This 
question was at level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.



14

ACARA: NAP Civics and Citizenship School Release 2016

Year 6 Question 7

Question 7 was answered by Year 6 students only. To answer question 7 correctly, students 
had to justify a reason for restrictions to free speech in order to protect the rights of groups 
or to prevent violence. This question was at level 4 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.

Year 6 Question 8

Question 8 was answered by Year 6 students only. The correct answer to question 8 was 
D. For this question students had to select the best reason to support a compulsory school 
uniform policy. This question was below level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 6 Question 9

Question 9 was answered by Year 6 students only. The correct answer to question 9 was 
C. For this question students had to select a disadvantage of a compulsory school uniform 
policy. This question was at level 2 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.

Year 6 Question 10

Question 10 was answered by Year 6 students only. To answer question 10 correctly, 
students had to refer to concessions to individuality, diversity or the expression of freedom 
of religion.  This question was below level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 6 Question 11

Question 11 was answered by Year 6 students only. To answer question 11 correctly, 
students had to refer to safety issues or to maintaining the authority of rules.  This question 
was below level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.

Year 6 Question 12

Question 12 was answered by Year 6 students only. The correct answer to question 12 was 
D. For this question students had to recognise that members of parliament get their jobs by 
being voted for in elections. This question was below level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship 
scale.
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Year 6 Question 13

Question 13 was answered by both Year 6 and Year 10 students. The correct answer to 
question 13 was C. For this question students had to interpret the motivation behind an 
example of ethical consumerism. This question was at level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship 
scale.
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Year 6 Question 14

Question 14 was answered by both Year 6 and Year 10 students. The correct answer to 
question 14 was B. For this question students had to recognise that human rights protection 
is a global responsibility. This question was at level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.



19

ACARA: NAP Civics and Citizenship School Release 2016

Year 6 Question 15

Question 15 was answered by both Year 6 and Year 10 students. To answer question 15 
correctly, students had to refer to economic or social pressure being used to improve the 
working conditions at factories.  This question was at level 3 on the Civics and Citizenship 
scale.
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Year 10 NAP–CC Demonstration Test 

Year 10 Question 1

Question 1 about local councils was answered by both Year 6 students and Year 10 
students. Students answered this question correctly if they chose ‘B’ as the answer, thereby 
recognising a specific responsibility of local councils. This question was at level 2 on the 
Civics and Citizenship scale.

Year 10 Question 2

Question 2 was answered by both Year 6 students and Year 10 students in 2016. Students 
received one score point if they answered correctly. Students answered this question 
correctly if they identified another specific responsibility of local councils. This question was 
at level 2 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 10 Question 3

Question 3 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 3 was 
C. For this question students had to choose the option that shows they recognise that 
different courts have different methods of making decisions. This question was at level 2 on 
the Civics and Citizenship scale.

Year 10 Question 4

Question 4 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 4 was 
D. For this question students had to recognise the key feature of the separation of powers 
in Australia, which is that judges’ decisions are separate from parliament’s decisions. This 
question was at level 2 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 10 Question 5

Question 5 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 5 was 
B. For this question students had to choose the option that connects the separation of 
powers to the concept of fairness in a democracy. This question was below level 1 on the 
Civics and Citizenship scale.

Year 10 Question 6

Question 6 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 6 
was B. For this question students had to choose the option that identifies the connection 
between social action and the desire for change. This question was at level 1 on the Civics 
and Citizenship scale.
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Year 10 Question 7

Question 7 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 7 
was D. For this question students had to choose the option that identifies the fundamental 
democratic right of protest. This question was at level 2 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 10 Question 8

Question 8 was answered by Year 10 students only. To answer question 8 correctly, students 
had to provide one example of a form of protest allowed in Australia.  This question was at 
level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 10 Question 9

Question 9 was answered by Year 10 students only. To receive the maximum of 2 score 
points, students had to link the impact of the film footage with some form of direct public 
action. This was at level 5 on the Civics and Citizenship scale. To receive 1 score point, Year 
10 students identified the role of the media in raising general awareness of the issue. This 
was a below level 1 answer on the Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 10 Question 10

Question 10 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 10 
was C. For this question students had to choose the option that identifies the responsibilities 
of government in helping other nations. This question was at level 1 on the Civics and 
Citizenship scale.

Year 10 Question 11

Question 11 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 11 
was A. For this question students had to choose the option that identifies one way in which 
minority group views are recognised in a democracy. This question was at level 1 on the 
Civics and Citizenship scale.
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Year 10 Question 12

Question 12 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 12 
was C. For this question students had to choose the option that recognises that Australia’s 
population has become more diverse over time. This question was at level 2 on the Civics 
and Citizenship scale.

Year 10 Question 13

Question 13 was answered by Year 10 students only. To answer question 13 correctly, 
students had to explain that community-based ethnic clubs provide a supportive way to 
transition into life in Australia.  This question was at level 1 on the Civics and Citizenship 
scale.
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Year 10 Question 14

Question 14 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 14 
was A. For this question students had to choose the option that defines the role of the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. This question was at level 3 on the Civics and 
Citizenship scale.

Year 10 Question 15

Question 15 was answered by Year 10 students only. The correct answer to question 15 
was B. For this question students had to choose the option that identifies role of particular 
elected representatives. This question was at level 3 on the Civics and Citizenship scale.


